
 

Michigan State University Center for Regional Food Systems 
Request for Proposals 
Consultant to Facilitate Statewide Food System Visioning 
July 2017 
 
Background  
The Michigan Good Food Charter,1 released in June 2010, was developed with input from hundreds of 
Michigan stakeholders through a collaborative process led by the Michigan Food Policy Council, the 
Food Bank Council of Michigan and the Michigan State University Center for Regional Food Systems 
(CRFS). The Charter envisions a thriving economy, equity and sustainability for all of Michigan and its 
people through a food system rooted in local communities and centered on good food—food that is 
healthy, green, fair and affordable. It identifies six goals to achieve that vision by 2020 and 25 agenda 
priorities to reach those goals. Representatives from 20 organizations serve on the Michigan Good 
Food Steering Committee, which guides efforts to promote, implement and track progress toward the 
goals of the Charter. CRFS serves as a backbone organization for Charter-related efforts by facilitating 
communication, coordinating networks, promoting shared measurement, hosting biennial statewide 
summits, and producing biennial report cards2 on progress. As 2020 approaches, CRFS and the 
Michigan Good Food Steering Committee are interested in identifying a process for engaging a broad 
group of stakeholders in building on the Charter and developing a vision for the next decade and 
beyond.   
 
Project Description  
CRFS requests proposals for a consultant (either a team or an individual) to guide the development of a 
plan to carry on the vision of the Michigan Good Food Charter after 2020. Preliminary discussions have 
identified a need to strengthen and expand the good food movement in Michigan by engaging a wider 
diversity of stakeholders and heeding the lessons of other social change initiatives. The role of the 
consultant(s) will include planning and facilitating a convening in late 2017 or early 2018 that engages 
good food movement partners and stakeholders in addressing the following key questions: 
 

• How can we build on the Charter? 

• What stakeholders are most important to involve in planning for beyond 2020? 

• What will it take to build a long-term good food movement? 
 
CRFS staff will coordinate event logistics. The consultant(s) will be responsible for a follow-up report 
from the convening that identifies a process for determining what comes after the Charter and the key 
stakeholders that should be involved in that process. 
 

                                                           

1 Colasanti, K., Cantrell, P., Cocciarelli, S., Collier, A., Edison, T., Doss, J., George, V., Hamm, M., Lewis, R., Matts, 
C., McClendon, B., Rabaut, C., Schmidt, S., Satchell, I., Scott, A., Smalley, S. (2010). Michigan Good Food Charter. 
East Lansing, MI: C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems at Michigan State University, Food Bank Council 
of Michigan, Michigan Food Policy Council. Available from: www.michiganfood.org/. 
2 Report cards available from www.michiganfood.org/ 

http://www.michiganfood.org/
http://www.michiganfood.org/


 

 
 
 
The individual or group awarded this proposal can expect the following of the MSU Center for Regional 
Food Systems: 
 

• Clear deliverables within the mutually agreed upon contract 

• Oversight and point of contact from CRFS staff 

• Assistance in outreach to stakeholders 

• Assistance coordinating convening  
 

Qualifications 

• Extensive facilitation experience 

• Extensive experience with social change initiatives 

• Extensive experience with racial equity and social justice 

• Moderate experience with food system initiatives 

• Ability to effectively engage and collaborate with diverse stakeholder groups 

• If a team, demonstrated experience working together 

• Available to travel to East Lansing, Michigan (MSU campus or nearby location) periodically for 
event planning meetings and stakeholder convening, and possession of a valid, current driver’s 
license  

 
Budget and Timeline 
Proposals up to $7,000 for a 6 month period will be considered. Tentative timeline below: 
 
Proposal due August 18, 2017. We anticipate an offer between September 5-8, with a proposed start 
date of September 25. Event follow-up report due in February or March 2018.  
 
Proposal Submission 
To have a proposal considered, please submit an application package no later than August 18, 2017 to: 
 
Rachel Kelly 
Program Coordinator 
MSU Center for Regional Food Systems 
Phone: 517-432-4705 
Email: kellyra2@msu.edu 
 
The application package should include your interest in and qualifications for this project, proposal for 
executing this project (including specific strategies for movement building and timeframes), a budget 
and explanation, curriculum vitae (CV) and/or resumes, and names and contacts for three references 
of people with whom you have had previous contracts. Please limit your application to a maximum of 
three pages, excluding CVs and resumes. Criteria of selection will include quality of proposals, 



 

qualification of candidates and a streamlined and reasonable budget. 
 
If you have questions about the RFP or search process, you may contact: 
 
Rachel Kelly 
Program Coordinator 
MSU Center for Regional Food Systems 
Phone: 517-432-4705 
Email: kellyra2@msu.edu 
 

CRFS Mission 
CRFS works to engage the people of Michigan, the United States and the world in applied research, 
education and outreach to develop regionally integrated, sustainable food systems. 
 
MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer and is committed to achieving excellence 
through cultural diversity. The university actively encourages applications and/or nominations of 
women, persons of color, veterans and persons with disabilities. Michigan State University 
employment opportunities are open to eligible/qualified persons without regard to race, color, 
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, or 
family status. 
 
For more information about the MSU Center for Regional Food Systems please see: 
foodsystems.msu.edu 
 
 

http://foodsystems.msu.edu/

